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had been changed to the detriment of the minority. On Chapter
appeal, the Dominion Government, under clerical in-   "___"
fluence, ordered Manitoba to amend its legislation; on
its refusal to comply with the demand as unjustified, a
remedial bill was brought into the federal Parliament,
but the opposition of many of the Protestant sup-
porters of the government and the efflux of the exist-
ence of the Parliament rendered its enactment im-
possible. It formed the chief subject of contention at
the general election, in which, despite clerical efforts,
the Conservatives were routed. Sir W. Laurier suc-
ceeded by persuasion in an effort to secure a settlement
which permits denominational teaching out of the
ordinary class hours in the public schools. It is signi-
ficant that in 1905 when he gave constitutions to
Saskatchewan and Alberta he imposed on them a
modified   denoirnnationalism   which   cost   him   the
allegiance of his able lieutenant. Sir C. Sifton, and has
left a legacy of trouble. The issue was revived in 1926
when the question of the transfer to the two provinces
of the school lands retained under federal control was
discussed,   and  the restrictions remain under  the
surrender of 1930. Bitterness has also arisen from the
decision of Saskatchewan in 1930-31 to abolish the use
of religious emblems in the common schools and to
require that English alone be the medium of teaching,
an action denounced as an attack on the position of
French Canadians, but clearly within the legal power
of the province.
Very serious during the war period was the conflict
which arose in Ontario in this case on the language
issue. The Roman Catholic School Trustees insisted on
defying efforts made to secure the effective teaching of